SOUTH-CAROLINA, 


WITH 
PROPOSALS 
Humbly Offer d for Improving the ſame. 
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To the Right Honourable 


JOHN Lord CARTERET, 
one of His Majeſty's Principal 
Secretaries of State, and Palatine 
of the Province of Carolina. 


My LORD, 


Could not Think of any One fo 
proper to Addreſs a View of 
e the Trade of South-Carolins to, 
as Your Lordſhip, who have the 
Care of that Province committed to you 
in a Double Capacity, both as Secretary of 
State and Palatine, the Latter of which 
alſo, Intereſts Your Lordſhip in the Wel- 

fare of it. 
I hope therefore Your Lordſhip will par- 
don my Preſumption, and excuſe the Im- 
perfections You may find in this Eſſay ; 
and be pleaſed to conſider, that as I am 
very much unqualified, ſo I never had any 
Thoughts of appearing in fo Publick a 
Way, untill 1 found my Duty to the 
Colony, that employs me as their Agent, 
as wall as the Intereſt of Great- Britain 
A 2 which 


which is equally concerned, called upon 
me to ſet forth the Unhappy State that 


Colony is now in, in Relation to Trade; 


and how it may be (if Your Lordſhip 
will have the Goodneſs to Recommend and 
Countenance it) made the moſt flouriſhing 
Colony in America, and as uſeful to Great- 


Britain; which Conſiderations I am ſen- 


ſible will induce Your Lordſhip to aſſiſt 


Her, and to influence the Parliament (of 


which Your Lordſhip is a Part) what you 
can, to give her the due Encouragement 
ſhe is ſo much in need of. I am with the 
greateſt Reſpect, 


My Lora, 
Dar Loraſbips 
moſt Obedient and | 
moſt Humble Servant, 


F. Yonge. 
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TRADE of SubCovine, 


With PROPOSALS humbly Of- 
ſer d for Improving the Same. 


$9222$4:23 H E Produce of South-Carolina, 
Seen has hitherto been Beef, Pork, 
2 1 Pitch, Tar, Turpentine, Rice, 
1 S Cedar, Deer - Skins, and ſome 
silk. They have alſo formerly 
gg: made Indigo and Cotton, but the 
Winter is too ſevere for theſe 
two laſt Commodities, altho' South- Carolina may 
properly be called from 30 North Latitude to 
24. 15. I ſhall take leave to ſpeak to all 
theſe ſeveral Productions, except the two laſt; 
and in its due Place ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of 
Encouraging that Province in the making them, 
and more particularly, Pitch, Tar, Turpent Ine, 
Rice and Silk. | ä 
Beef 


1 
Beef and Pork. 


The Trade for Beef and Pork, which was to 
Barbadoes, and the ſeveral Leward Caribbee 
Iſlands, the Bahamas, Famaica, &c. has been 
very much interrupted by the late Indian War, 
which not = deſtroy'd the Stocks of Cattle, 
but drove moſt of the Inhabitants to the South- 1! 
ward. where the greateſt Stocks of Cattle were, | 
from their Plantations, who yet dare not re- 
turn, for Fear of the Tamazee Indi ans. who fre- 
quent]y diſturb the Settlements near Port-Royal, 
murder the Planters, and carry the Slaves to 
St. Auguſlin, where the Spaniards encourage 
theſe Depradations, and purchaſe theSlaves from 
them; to prevent which, his Excellency Francis 
Nicholſon, Eſq; the preſent Governor, has cauſed 
a Fort to be built on the River Alatamaba in 
the Latitude of 30. 12, and within 90 Miles of 
the aforeſaid Garriſon of St. Auguſtin, as well 
to be a Check to the ſaid Indians, and ſtrength- 
en the Southern Frontiers, as to ſecure ſo much 
of the Lords Proprietor's Charter, and to keep 
the Spaniards ſo much further off, who other- 
wiſe might have ſettled there, and have been 
worle Neighbours, than now they are at St. Au- 
guſtine. I ſay, the Indian War having drove 
the Planters from their Settlements, and de- 
ſtroy'd their Stocks, it muſt be ſome Years 
before they can have any Quantities of Beef 
and Pork to ſupply the Iflands as formerly, 
and for which their Returns were Sugar, Rum, 
Moloſſes, &c. ſo that now thoſe Commodities 
are Purchaſed with Rice, Pitch and Thus 
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(for ſome Tears at leaſt) thoſe unfortunate 


Th 


People have loſt that Branch of their Trade, 


Pitch and T ar. 


Pitch and Tar, without which the Naviga- 
tion of Great-Britain cannot be carry'd on, was 
all formerly brought from the North Seas, and 
purchaſed chiefly with Money, from the Swede, 
Muſcovite, 8c. and was ſold, Pitch for 20 5. the 
Hundred yo and Tarr 50s. the Barrel: 
Upon which the Wiſdom of the Nation thought 
fit to en e the making theſe Commodities, 
and Turpentine in the American Plantations, 
and therefore gave a Bounty of 4 s. per Hun- 
dred on Pitch, 10 s. per Barrel on Tar, and 
3 s. per Hundred on Turpentine, The good 
Effects of which was ſoon perceiyed, for the 
Plantations immediately found the Way (eſpe- 
cially Carolina) of making thoſe uſeful Stores, 
inſomuch, that ſome Years 60 or 70000 Bar- 
rels of Tar and Pitch, and great Quantities of 
Turpentine has been 1mported from that Pro- 
vince, more than from all America beſides, 
which brought down the Price of Stockbolm Tar 
in London flom 50 s. to 115. and 12 s. per Bar- 
rel, and Pitch in Proportion. This it muſt be 
concluded very much leflen'd the Ballance of 
Trade, then very greatly in Fayour of the Swede 
and Muſcovite, and the Bounty given by the 
Nation circulated among His Majeſty's Subjects, 
and employ d our own Navigation, it being be- 
fore brought home in Swedz/ſþ Ships. But Com- 

laint being made the laſt Seſſions of the late 
. that the Pitch and Tar of the 
25 24 Plan: 


181 

Plantations did not come up in Goodneſa to that 
of Sweden and Norway, that of the Plantations 
being made of dead Trees, and retaining a 
heating Quality, but the Northern being made 
ot Green Trees, and therefore cooler, Par- 
liament was pleaſed to Enact, That any Tar 
imported from the Plantations after the 29th of 
| 9 1724, which was not made after the 
anner of Swediſh Tar from ſtanding Trees, and 
Afidavit thereof made and returned in the Form 
therein deſcribed, ſhou'd not be entitled to any 
Bounty. By which Act, after the Time li- 
mitted as aforeſaid, Carolina is alſo cut off 
from that Branch of her 'Trade; for I can aver, 
from my own Knowledge, and ftom the Infor- 
mations I have had from many People in Ca- 
rolina, that no one knows the Pitch or Light- 
wood Pine as it is growing, and conſequently 
there may be Twenty Trees prepared and felled 
as is preſcribed by the Method it is ſaid to be 
made in Sweden, and not above two of them 
fit to be put into the Kiln, which will not 
only deſtroy great Quantities of the Timber, 
but alſo cauſe ſo much more Labour, that it 
will not be worth while to make it, the Bounty 
upon P.tch and Tar being more than it has 
ſold for, for ſome Years paſt, and the ſame 
Quantity of Wood prepared from the Green 
Tree, (as has been experienced in Carolina) 
not producing one third Part of the Tar as 
theold Wood, if therefore a Planter employs 
his Negroes in the Winter as uſual to make 
Tar, and inſtead of 600 Barrels, of which 
the neat Produce might bring him, (including 
the Bounty 250 l.) with four Times the — 
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bour, he can make but 200 Barrels, which will 


roduce him but 37 l. 10s. It is demon- 
rable it cannot be worth his while ſo to em- 
ploy his Slaves, but he muſt leave off the 
* it intirely, and try to employ them 
ſome more advantageous Way, at leaſt ſo that 
he may be able to buy them their Winter Clo- 
thing, by their Labour, which this way he can- 
not do. 


Rice. 


I come now to ſpeak of Rice, which before 
the being made one of the Enumerated Com- 
modities in the Third and Fourth of Queen 
Anne, was Tranſported directly to Spain, Portu- 
gal and the Dutch Sw22iſh and French Settlements 
in the Veſt-· Indies, but being by the aforeſaid 
Act, obliged all to be brought to Great - Britain, 
the Spaniards and Portaguexe, who conſume 
very great Quantities, eipecially during their 
Lent Seaſon, are almoſt wholly ſupply d by 
the Italians, with Rice much Inferior to that 
of Carolina, which 1s eſteemed the beſt in the 
World by thoſe Nations, inſomuch, that 
we loſe the Sale of more Rice to the Portu- 
guexe only, than yet is made in the whole 
Province, which will be demonſtrated in its 
Proper Place, is more then 100000 Moedas of 
Gold a Year Loſs to the Nation, and Carolina 
under this unhappy Dilemma (for want ot a 
Market for this one only Produce that is left 
her) either not to increaſe their Production of it, 
or be undone by that 2 which may 
be eaſily demonſtrated the Difference of 


the 


L101 
Exportation and Sale of this Grain in the Years 


1719 and 1721, which muſt convince any 
they now make more then ſufficient for for the 


Markets they ſupply. 


Amo 1719. Export- 
ed from Carolina Rice 

13623 Barrels at 400 

lib. neat is 48603 C. 

2 qrs. 18 J. of which 

7 8ths came to Great - 

Britain, and ſold at 

21 5. per C. ſo that 

425 27 C. 2 qre.21l, I. . d. 
at 21 k reght, - - 44654 75 06 


Dedu&, Freight, Du- d. 
ties and other Char- * oy 10 
ges 11 xs. per C. L . & 


Neat Produce =—— 21263 19 7 


Anno 1721. 
ed from Carolina Rice 
21879 Barrels at 400 


lib. neat is 78129 C. 
2 qr. 4 I. of which 


7 8ths came to Great- 
Britain, and fold at 
16 s. per C. ſo that 


68371 C. 340%. 14. I, „. . 
— n —_ 


uf Freight 
816 37604 bs e : 
s. d. 


— = 
ges 11 f. per C 
Neat produce — — —_ 19 5 
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Ln) 
Thus it may be ſeen, by the People of Ca- 
rolina's making and ing in 2721, 8256 


Barrels of Rice more than t id in 1719, 
they have loſt the whole Increaſe, and 41711. 
2d. Sterling, the Reaſon of which muſt be, 
that they make more than ſufficient for the 
Northern Market, and they can ſupply no o- 
ther, nor have any Vend for their Rice but in 
Great-Britain, and muſt therefore (unleſs they 
are relieved by the Parliament) confine them- 
ſelves to a certain Quantity, or be undone by 
their own Induſtry, which ſure no other People 
ever were before. 


Silk. 


Since then it is demonſtrated they muſt not 
exceed Ten or Twelve Thouſand Barrels of 
Rice as the Trade is now limitted (and if they 
made leſs, I believe they would get more 
Money) that their Tar Trade will be over, 
after September 1724. Their Proviſion Trade, 
which never was very beneficial, (the Beef being 
but Ordinary after any Time ſalted) ruin'd for 
ſome Years by the Indians, there remains now 
nothing but 'Silk, which I believe may be 
brought to very great Perfection there, if pro- 
per Perſons that underſtand it, were ſent over, 
and proper Encouragement given the People 
to go on it; but even then, that muſt be ſome 
Tears hence, for the Trees muſt have time to 
grow, that are not yet planted, neither is it 
very eaſy to perſwade a Number of People 
to begin a new Thing, and to leave off their 
old Way, which they underſtand _—— 
1 a 9 
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[ 12 ] 
thrived in; beſides, ſhou'd they go intirely 
on Silk, and leave off their Rice and Tar, 
the Navigation would ſuffer by it, for one Ship 
in a Year, will bring away to a very great 
Value in Silk ; whereas now, for theſe three 
laſt Years, they have loaded upwards of 150 
Sail of Ships and Veſſels, at that one Port of 


Charles Town. 


I ſhall therefore now proceed, humbly to 
offer Reaſons, why it is the Intereſt of Great- 
Britain, to encourage that Province in the . 
making a greater Quantity, and having a Free 
Market, for their Rice, and to go on, in 
making their Pitch, Tar, Cc. in the uſual 
Manner. | 

There is no other Country in His Majeſty's 
Dominions produces this Grain but South Caro- 
lina, therefore it does not interfere with the 
Manufactures of Great - Britain, but is of the 


ſame Advantage as Fiſh from Newfoundland, 


every Hundred Weight ſold to a Foreign Mar- 
ket, is as much Money, as the neat Produce 
of it, added to the Riches of Great - Britain; 
therefore if the Colony can make, Ten Thou- 
ſand Ton, inſtead of Ten Thouſand Barrels, 
and have Foreign Markets for it, it will in- 
creaſe the Ballance of Trade 'in Favour of this 
Nation, beſides the Employing Ten Thou» 
ſand Ton of Shipping, inſtead of Two Thou- 
ſand, the Colony will increaſe in People, which 
it has very great Need of, there not being now 
a ſufficient Number to defend themſelves againſt 
their own Slaves, much leſs a Spamſh or French 
Enemy, if ever thoſe Nations ſhou'd be ſo, 
on whom they Border, and who are always 

as: inciting 


\_ 
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inciting the Indians to moleſt them; His Ma- 
jefty's Revenue will be increas d, ſince the 
Half Subſidy may be paid in Carolina, for ſuch 
as pu to Spain and Portugal, to His Majeſty's 
Collector at the Port where it is ſhip'd off, or 
Bills drawn for the Payment of it in London, 
a ſufficient Quantity will ſtill come to GQreat- 
Britain, for the Home Conſumption, and for 


furniſhing Holland and Germany as uſual, which 


may ſtill be under the ſame Rules and Re- 
ſtrictions, as now; Portugal alone will take off 


twice the Quantity now made in the whole 


they conſuming yearly ſeven or eight 
Thouſand Ton, which at 3500 Reis a Quintal, 
is 116666 Moedas of Gold; but we have not 
ſince the Enumeration fold three Hundred Ton 
a Year, which is but 4374 3 qrs: Moedas, it is 
evident therefore that the Loſs to England is 
112291 1 qr. Moedas, or 1515931, 14 3. a 
Year, and this cauſed, not by the Expence 
only that attends a double Freight, Inſurance, 


&c. but chiefly by the Loſs of Time, for by 


its coming to Great-Britain firſt, it cannot be 
got to Portugal before Lent, and that the Hot 

eather comes in there, and fills it full of 
Weavills. 

If therefore the Parliament ſhou'd think fit 
to take this Grain from among the enumerated 
Commodities, (1 mean ſo far, as that it may be 
tranſported dire&ly to Spain, Portugal and the 
Weſt-Indies) that Province will ſurely be likely 
longer to be dependant on Great- Britain, than 

y ruini eir preſent Produce, they are 
to make their own Cloathing, for want 
of Effects ſufficient to purchaſe them from 


„hence; 


and proper for Compaſs Timbers and 
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hence; beſides that the Tranſporting Rice to 


ain and Portugal may be confined to Britiſh 
ttoms, or Ships wholly owned in Great-Bri- 
tain, and they enter into Bond to touch at 
Great-Britain before their Return to the Plan- 
tations. This will bring all the Returns Home; 
will ſufficiently Reftrain them from building 
Ships there, and induce them to ſend their - 
Timber Home; ſome Sorts of which, particu- 
larly the Live Oak and Pine, are very 


s for 
the biggeſt Ships. 3 

As to the Pitch and Tar, I believe, I may 
venture to ſay, that, that of Sweden will in a 
few Years be at its former Price; and therefore 
much need not be urged to induce the Parlia- 
ment to continue the Bounty on it, which ceaſes 
entirely in 17 25. | 

The People of Carolina are (ſome of them) 
trying to make it of the Green Wood ; but 
as thoſe Objections to the making it before 
mentioned, are Matter of Fa&, 1 do not ex- 
pect to ſee that Project come to Perfection. If 
it be asked why they can't make it as well as 
the Swedes! it is anſwered, they make it as 
well, but they can't make it a Quarter fo cheap, 
becauſe their Labour is four times as dear, their 
Navigation, four times as long, and therefore 
the Freight much dearer, which is a great deal 
in the Value of it, moſt of the Tar brought 
Home the laſt Year, not having cleared, (with 


the Bcunty of 105. a Barrel) above 3 s. 6 d. 


and 4 s. a Barrel; and as for the Bounty, it is 
evident to every one, that ten or fifteen Thou- 
land Pounds a Year, beſtowed among His Ma- 

1 jeſtys 


[15] 
jeſty's Subjects, is a much leſs Evil (if any) 
than three Times that Sum yearly, given to the 
Swedes and Muſcovite, tor what we can make 
for moſt Uſes as well at Home, or which 1s 
much better, in our Plantations, and employ 
our own Shipping to fetch Home. f 

And now (tho it does not relate particu- 
larly to Carolina) I can't forbear mentioning 
a Thing of the higheſt Prejudice to the Trade 
of Great-Britain, which has for ſome Years 
been carrying on, with great Succeſs, and con- 
ſequently will Increaſe. I mean the fitting 
out Vellels in Holland, with Cargoes, c. for 
the Plantations, many of which (if I am not 
miſinform d) are alſo own'd in Holland, either 
by Engliſh-men reſiding there, or by the Hol- 
.  landers themſelves, the ill Conſequences of 
which, among others are; That by ſo doing 
the Britiſh — and eſpecially thoſe o 
London, are greatly diſcouraged by our own 
Manufacturies in their Hands, becoming dead 
Stock for want of Vend, and Freight (which is 
the moſt certain Profit, to any Nation) centers 


holly in Forei and F 
And the numerous A "and Tran, 


And the numerous Artificers 
whoſe Livelihood . on fitting out an 
victualling Ships, loſe their Employ and be- 
come Impoveriſhed, for altho' thoſe Veſſels 
from Foreign Ports, that proceed directly for our 
Plantations, are obli ed, and uſually touch at 
ſome Port in the Ft, to clear Outwards and 
Inwards, yet the Advantages in Trade are 
reaped by Foreigners, the Ships in this Trade 
are victualled and fitted in Holland, &c. and the 
Britzfh Sailors employ'd in that Navigation, re- 
ceive 


[ 16 ] 
ceive great Part and ſpend their Wages Abroad, 
whilſt their Families become chargeable to 
the Pariſhes at Home, beſides the frequent Op- 
portunities Foreigners have by this Practice, 
to run Contraband Goods, eſpecially Spices, Li- 
quors, and all Sorts of Eaſt-India Goods into the 
Britiſh Plantations ; 

Therefore to conclude, it is humbly propoſed 
— the Parliament will be pleaſed to paſs an 
Act, | a 

Jo oblige all Veſſels bound from Great · Britain 
to any of the Britiſh Plantations in America, to 
fit out, man, victual and take on board their Car- 
Loe, in ſome Part of Great-Britain ; and that all 
Ships bound from the American Plantations, to 
any Part of Europe, ſhall alſo enter into Bond to 
touch in Great-Britain, and clear out, 5 * they 
return to America, except ſuch as may load Salt 
and return to the American Fiſheries. 

To continue the Bounty on Pitch, Tar and Tur- 
pentine, ? ſuch a Term of Tears longer as may be 
tbought fit, and 

o take Rice from among the Enumerated Com- 
modities, in ſuch a Manner as it may be tranſported 
to Spain, Portugal and the Weſt-Indies, on ſuch | 
Terms as is before propoſed, or as may by them 
be thought moſt fit. 


FINIS. 
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